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Mƌ. �haiƌ,

ExĐelleŶĐies,

Ladies aŶd geŶtlemeŶ,

IETRODU�TIOE

It is 20 Ǉeaƌs siŶĐe the majoƌ ĐoŶfeƌeŶĐes of �aiƌo, �opeŶhageŶ aŶd BeijiŶg, Ǉet ouƌ ǁoƌld is still

ƌife ǁith iŶequalities aŶd ǁheƌe iŶequalitǇ peƌsists theƌe ĐaŶ be Ŷo sustaiŶable developmeŶt.

UltimatelǇ the aim of all developmeŶt effoƌts is to bƌiŶg about sustaiŶable impƌovemeŶts iŶ

humaŶ ǁellbeiŶg. This Đalls foƌ a substaŶtial tƌaŶsfoƌmatioŶ iŶ appƌoaĐhes to developmeŶt, oŶe

ǁhiĐh bleŶds soĐial pƌogƌess, sustaiŶable eŶviƌoŶmeŶtal maŶagemeŶt, iŶĐlusive aŶd equitable

gƌoǁth eŶsuƌiŶg that geŶdeƌ is maiŶstƌeamed, ǁhiĐh, iŶ ouƌ ĐouŶtƌǇ, has ƌeĐeived ƌeŶeǁed

vigouƌ ǁith the iŶtƌoduĐtioŶ of ouƌ ‘soĐial ƌeŶaissaŶĐe iŶitiative͛ siŶĐe 20ϭ2.

It is also the pillaƌs oŶ ǁhiĐh the I�PD staŶds aŶd to ǁhiĐh SeǇĐhelles is Đommitted.

SeǇĐhelles is Đategoƌised as haviŶg a veƌǇ high level of humaŶ developmeŶt, ƌaŶkiŶg 46 iŶ the

20ϭϯ HumaŶ DevelopmeŶt Repoƌt ǁith a HumaŶ DevelopmeŶt IŶdex of 0.806, eŶjoǇiŶg a

deĐeŶt staŶdaƌd of liviŶg aŶd is ĐoŶsideƌed as a high middle iŶĐome ĐouŶtƌǇ.

te have aĐhieved almost all the MD's, espeĐiallǇ those ƌelatiŶg to eduĐatioŶ, health aŶd soĐial

developmeŶt. AĐĐess to teŶ Ǉeaƌs of eduĐatioŶ, pƌovided fƌee at the poiŶt of use is at ϵ6%; fƌee

basiĐ health Đaƌe (iŶĐludiŶg uŶiveƌsal Đoveƌage foƌ esseŶtial mediĐiŶes aŶd aŶti-ƌetƌoviƌal

theƌapǇͿ is available to all. Theƌe is almost uŶiveƌsal aĐĐess to safe dƌiŶkiŶg ǁateƌ aŶd saŶitatioŶ

aŶd good housiŶg pƌovisioŶ. The ĐouŶtƌǇ also has a high liteƌaĐǇ ƌate (ϵϳ%Ϳ, sigŶifiĐaŶtlǇ loǁ

iŶfaŶt moƌtalitǇ aŶd high life expeĐtaŶĐǇ at biƌth (ϳ2 ǇeaƌsͿ. Seveƌe iŶĐome poveƌtǇ is Ŷo loŶgeƌ

sigŶifiĐaŶt.

Despite ouƌ big aĐhievemeŶts foƌ ouƌ small size, ǁe suffeƌ fƌom maŶǇ of the same ĐhalleŶges as

otheƌ ĐouŶtƌies. Ouƌ histoƌǇ of puttiŶg people at the ĐeŶtƌe of developmeŶt aŶd ouƌ heavǇ aŶd

sustaiŶed iŶvestmeŶt iŶ the soĐial seĐtoƌ has left us oŶe of the most highlǇ iŶdebted ĐouŶtƌies

iŶ the ǁoƌld.



A Ŷumbeƌ of ĐhalleŶges ƌemaiŶ, paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ liŶked to the ĐouŶtƌǇ͛s status as a small developiŶg

islaŶd state. The small size of the ĐouŶtƌǇ aŶd its populatioŶ, the eŶviƌoŶmeŶtal fƌagilitǇ

ĐhaƌaĐteƌistiĐ of small islaŶds, SeǇĐhelles geogƌaphiĐal isolatioŶ, aŶd its Đompaƌative eĐoŶomiĐ

vulŶeƌabilitǇ ĐombiŶed.

Otheƌ oŶgoiŶg ĐhalleŶges ƌemaiŶ the Ŷeed foƌ impƌoved data gatheƌiŶg aŶd dissemiŶatioŶ, the

ĐapaĐitǇ to uŶdeƌtake sustaiŶed moŶitoƌiŶg oveƌ time, the ĐouŶtƌǇ͛s limited pool of qualified

aŶd expeƌieŶĐed pƌofessioŶals Đoupled ǁith a small labouƌ foƌĐe, ƌeduĐtioŶ iŶ exteƌŶal

developmeŶt assistaŶĐe, aŶd the impoƌtaŶĐe of addƌessiŶg humaŶ developmeŶt iŶ teƌms of

sustaiŶable developmeŶt.

Eot foƌgettiŶg the tƌials that soĐial ills bƌiŶgs, iŶĐludiŶg that most peƌvasive foƌm of humaŶ

ƌights abuse, 'BV ǁhiĐh is maŶifested iŶ iŶĐƌeased domestiĐ violeŶĐe, ǁhiĐh impaĐts oŶ all

families as ǁomeŶ aƌe dispƌopoƌtioŶatelǇ the viĐtims.

thilst ǁe take eŶĐouƌagemeŶt fƌom ouƌ aĐhievemeŶts, ǁe aƌe hoǁeveƌ Đautious aŶd miŶdful

of the ĐhalleŶges that lie ahead

YOUTH

MuĐh iŶvestmeŶt is uŶdeƌtakeŶ to build the ĐapaĐities of ouƌ Ǉouth, to equip them ǁith life

skills to Đope ǁith the ƌealities of life.

Fuƌtheƌmoƌe, folloǁiŶg paƌtiĐipatioŶ iŶ the global ĐoŶfeƌeŶĐe oŶ eaƌlǇ Đhildhood iŶ 20ϭ0, the

ViĐe PƌesideŶt of ouƌ ƌepubliĐ has ǁoƌked tƌemeŶdouslǇ haƌd to eŶsuƌe the iŶtegƌatioŶ of E��E

iŶto ouƌ ŶatioŶal ageŶda. To the exteŶt that ǁe Ŷoǁ have aŶ IŶstitute foƌ EaƌlǇ �hildhood �aƌe

aŶd EduĐatioŶ (IE�DͿ ǁhiĐh oveƌsees the oveƌall developmeŶtal fƌameǁoƌk foƌ the 0 to ϳ Ǉeaƌs

old.



HEALTH

Ouƌ �oŶstitutioŶ pƌovides foƌ fƌee health Đaƌe at the poiŶt of use. �itizeŶs aŶd all ƌesideŶts iŶ

SeǇĐhelles eŶjoǇ uŶiveƌsal aĐĐess to qualitǇ health seƌviĐes iŶĐludiŶg sexual aŶd ƌepƌoduĐtive

health seƌviĐes.

Youth Health seƌviĐes aƌe pƌovided, at distƌiĐt aŶd ĐeŶtƌal levels. OŶlǇ last ǁeek all PƌimaƌǇ ϵ

studeŶt giƌls (i.e. last Ǉeaƌ of pƌimaƌǇ sĐhooliŶgͿ ǁho have Ŷot Ǉet staƌted to eŶgage iŶ sexual

aĐtivitǇ have beeŶ giveŶ the HPV vaĐĐiŶatioŶ foƌ the fiƌst time, iŶ ouƌ effoƌt to sustaiŶ ouƌ

pƌomotioŶ of a healthieƌ soĐietǇ, but although ǁe eduĐate, ǁe seŶsitise ouƌ Ǉouth fƌom aŶ

eaƌlǇ age, Ǉet teeŶage pƌegŶaŶĐǇ still ƌemaiŶs aŶ issue of ĐoŶĐeƌŶ as it is still too high.

HIV/AIDS aŶd E�Ds ĐoŶtiŶue to be the maiŶ aƌeas of pƌeoĐĐupatioŶ espeĐiallǇ the oŶƌise of Đo-

iŶfeĐtioŶ of HIV aŶd Hepatitis � ǁhiĐh aƌe pƌedomiŶaŶtlǇ ĐoŶĐeŶtƌated amoŶgst tǁo speĐifiĐ

taƌget gƌoups: IŶtƌaveŶous Dƌug Useƌs aŶd MSMs, but ǁe aƌe stƌiviŶg to ƌeaĐh the ϯ zeƌos.

�hair,

Ouƌ �oŶstitutioŶ guaƌaŶtees pƌoteĐtioŶ of eaĐh iŶdividual aŶd pƌomotes suppoƌt foƌ all peƌsoŶs

to ƌeaĐh theiƌ full poteŶtial aŶd paƌtiĐipate fullǇ as iŶdepeŶdeŶt beiŶgs aŶd ǁoƌk at eŶsuƌiŶg

the ŶeĐessaƌǇ suppoƌt stƌuĐtuƌes.

➢ OLDER PERSONS

All those oveƌ 6ϯ ƌeĐeive a goveƌŶmeŶt peŶsioŶ aŶd aƌe iŶ ƌeĐeipt of fƌee bus passes.

'oveƌŶmeŶt also pƌovides homes foƌ the eldeƌlǇ iŶ some distƌiĐts ǁhiĐh Đateƌ foƌ the

aĐtive aŶd iŶdepeŶdeŶt.

➢ PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

SeǇĐhelles has sigŶed all ϵ Đoƌe humaŶ ƌights ĐoŶveŶtioŶ aŶd aƌe ĐuƌƌeŶtlǇ iŶ the

pƌoĐess of defiŶiŶg ouƌ ŶatioŶal aĐtioŶ plaŶ to opeƌatioŶalise the �oŶveŶtioŶ oŶ the

Rights of peƌsoŶs ǁith Disabilities.



➢ MIGRANTS

MigƌaŶts aƌe geŶeƌallǇ affoƌded the same status as all ƌesideŶts iŶ the ĐouŶtƌǇ but the

issue of humaŶ tƌaffiĐkiŶg is bƌiŶgiŶg ǁith it Ŷeǁ ĐhalleŶges that ǁe must ideŶtifǇ aŶd if

ŶeĐessaƌǇ, deal ǁith ...

IETRODU�IE' SD'S

The outĐomes of the Rio+20 meetiŶg iŶ JuŶe 20ϭ2 agƌeed that the pƌoposed SustaiŶable

DevelopmeŶt 'oals (SD'sͿ be uŶiveƌsal, iŶ teƌms of pƌeseŶtiŶg a pƌioƌitised set of ĐommoŶ

aspiƌatioŶs foƌ all ĐouŶtƌies aŶd this aĐkŶoǁledges the SeǇĐhelles iŶteƌdepeŶdeŶt appƌoaĐh of

the eĐoŶomiĐ, soĐial aŶd eŶviƌoŶmeŶt - as the Đƌux to aĐhieviŶg sustaiŶable developmeŶt.

The speĐifiĐities of SIDS aƌe ĐleaƌlǇ aĐkŶoǁledged iŶ its ƌesolutioŶ ‘The Futuƌe te taŶt͛^ it

ƌeaffiƌms the ĐommitmeŶts made iŶ the Baƌbados Pƌogƌamme of AĐtioŶ aŶd the Mauƌitius

StƌategǇ. SeǇĐhelles emphasizes the Ŷeed to give due pƌomiŶeŶĐe to the speĐial ĐoŶditioŶs of

SIDS aŶd ƌeĐogŶizes the impoƌtaŶĐe of stƌoŶg aŶd ĐoŶsolidated aĐtioŶ foƌ the aĐhievemeŶt of

the goals.

�OE�LUSIOE

The SeĐƌetaƌǇ 'eŶeƌal is ĐoŶsĐious of the faĐt that SIDS aƌe a pƌioƌitǇ aƌea of ĐoŶĐeƌŶ ǁhiĐh has

beeŶ affiƌmed thƌough the adoptioŶ of this Ǉeaƌ͛s global theme. te have used this theme as

the baĐkdƌop foƌ ouƌ oǁŶ ŶatioŶal theme “ IŶterŶatioŶal Year of Small IslaŶd DevelopiŶg States:

Seychelles – A DetermiŶed IslaŶd NatioŶ”.

SeǇĐhelles maǇ be oŶe of the smallest ŶatioŶs oŶ eaƌth, ǁith a ƌesideŶt populatioŶ of just

appƌoximatelǇ ϵ0,000 AED



As a deteƌmiŶed islaŶd developiŶg state, ǁe have a loŶg-teƌm visioŶ foƌ ouƌ populatioŶ. te aƌe

lookiŶg beǇoŶd the Post 20ϭϱ ageŶda to eŶsuƌe the sustaiŶabilitǇ of developmeŶt. te feel

theƌe is a Ŷeed to have a ĐoŶveƌgeŶĐe ǁith the SustaiŶable DevelopmeŶt 'oals pƌoĐess aŶd

have thus pƌoposed ouƌ oǁŶ goals that aƌe ƌefleĐtive of ouƌ ĐoŶĐeƌŶs.

IŶ additioŶ to peaĐe, justiĐe aŶd seĐuƌitǇ otheƌ dƌiveƌs aŶd eŶableƌs of developmeŶt, SeǇĐhelles

suppoƌt the pƌomotioŶ of good goveƌŶaŶĐe foƌ sustaiŶable developmeŶt gaiŶs, the

paƌtiĐipatioŶ of ĐitizeŶs thƌough Đivil soĐietǇ oƌgaŶisatioŶs as a meaŶs of demaŶdiŶg the

aĐĐouŶtabilitǇ of goveƌŶmeŶts to SD' ĐommitmeŶts, evideŶĐe-based aŶd ĐoheƌeŶt poliĐies foƌ

sustaiŶable developmeŶt aŶd haƌŶessiŶg the Đultuƌal kŶoǁledge-base of ĐommuŶities to iŶfoƌm

deĐisioŶ makiŶg.

te also staŶd Đommitted to the iŶĐlusioŶ of the ‘gƌeeŶ eĐoŶomǇ͛ aŶd the ‘blue eĐoŶomǇ͛ as

tools bǇ ǁhiĐh states maǇ implemeŶt a moƌe sustaiŶable appƌoaĐh to developmeŶt. ^. Tides,

ǁaves, ĐuƌƌeŶts, aŶd offshoƌe ǁiŶd aƌe the Ŷeǁ eŶeƌgǇ souƌĐes ǁhiĐh ĐoŶtƌibute gƌeatlǇ to the

Đlimate ĐhaŶge ageŶda aŶd it is pƌeĐiselǇ foƌ this ƌeasoŶ ǁhǇ SeǇĐhelles is ĐalliŶg foƌ ǁoƌld

ƌeĐogŶitioŶ of the “blue eĐoŶomǇ,͟ pƌeĐiselǇ due to the faĐt that ouƌ seas aŶd oĐeaŶs

ĐoŶtƌibute to the susteŶaŶĐe of ouƌ veƌǇ existeŶĐe.
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